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CULTURE

THE ART SURVIVED THROUGH CENTURIES

Ketevan Charkhalusinili

Besarion Darjaniy, people’s
arists, member of Union of
Painters, He is the only Geor-

gion artist mentioned in the An
Encvclopedia 2001 - published
in Cincinnati with the author-
ship of Phil Mesger. Besarion
Duarjania hus taken parl in an

art exhibition in Washington. In
the festival Tbilisoby in Octo-
ber last year he exhibited at the
first pallerv-studio ol camea an
on Caneisus on Shardin Street,
apre-eminent gallery for mod-
em Ceonia ar.

Cameo art belongs 10 a
mumber of cullures, and was
traditional in pagan Georgia
After the spread of Christian-
ity in the 4% century AL it was
forgotten. Toduy the art of
cames along with sculpture
and enamel, which has the
same history, ties tw find iself
and lurms of expression in the
21th cenmury.

“My first profession and the
field of my cumrent activily ane
quite different,” Darjaniy told
Gieorgia Today, "By virlue of
Trmily traditions in medical and
Bielogreal 1ields, | bacame o stu-
dent of the Biglogical Taculty,
But my bobby of my childhood
appeaned stronger than these tra-
ditions = 1 left the institute as
alressdy haad Ginished my disser-

tation and begun o work in the
art workstop of union "Soslan™
and finished a secondary sudy
of sculpture at Tlis Ste Uni-
versity, Fortemately | was as-
sianed 10 make a cameo for di-
ploma work. It was my first at-
tempt with this an form. Afier |
studied collzctions of Hermit-
age in Petershurg, m the librar-
ies of Thilisi and Mowcow and
collections of Antique cumeos
in Djanashia State Museum of
Thalisi where T made my first
carneo, | foumd out tha this an
wis widely spread in Georgia
belure Chrislianity. The wr of
cnining of zold took place in
Christian culiure too, Butin fact
my creations are the result of
hard practical work during
many years."

G0 Mo many veurs have
wou worked as a cameo anisg?

B.DD.: T have been involved
with camco cutting already

GT. Do your ereations dis-
play vesthetics of Georglan
antique, Greek or traditions of
Gieorgion gald coming?

B0 ] ke any kind of
camee cutting, 1 use lorm and

ul animal images, In short, il i
art withoul limits,

GT. What Kind of material
o you wse?

B T use shell, coral, ame
ber, agate, so-called mammoth

now for 20 years. One of my  subject of Classical, Antique.  tusk and semiprecious stones,

farstcarneos | made for my wile
before our wedding.

Christian and non- Christian an
a5 wiell as using the aesthetics

GT. When ane vou going 1o
open a gallery and what will s

main [unction be!

B.0.: For the festival
“Thilisoba™ 1 plan 10 open a
gallery of cameo an. “Camen™
ar "MK - with ane of these
names Lwill brand my gallery.
Anam stodioin the gallery will
help children o leam the an of
camea culling, gold coining
and enamel. I together with my
fricnds, and the bes specialists
will teach the secrets of this unt
to pupils. The aim of the gal-
lery is to keep traditions of old
Georgian art. which has come
through centuries, In spite of
the fact that [ have already
worked 20 vear | have not held
a display of my works vel. 1
maostly work for my custormers,
That's why exhibition, includ-
ing painting, sculpture, graph
ics, cameo an as well as gold
coining will il the gallery, Tt
is the first gallery popularizing
camweo ant in Cavcasus. | wish
1o colluborate with various for-
cign studios and institules o
populanize Georyia an abroad.



